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ON  EXCLUDING  FEMALES 


FROM    A 


PARTICIPATION  IN  THE  GOSPEL  MINISTRY. 


Let  your  women  keep  silence  in  the  churches ;  for  it  is^not  permitted 
unto  them  to  speak:  but  they  are  commanded  to  be  under  obedience,  as 
also  saith  the  law. 

And  if  they  will  learn  any  thing,  lei  them  ask  their  husbands  at  home 
for  it  is  a  shame  for  women  to  speak  in  the  church.  1  Cor.  xiv.  34,  35. 

We  are  aware  that  this  injunction  and  exhortation  of  the 
Apostle  Paul  to  the  Corinthians,  is  relied  on  as  a  sufficient 
justification,  for  the  exclusion  of  females  from  any  participation 
in  the  gospel  ministry :  nevertheless  it  is  very  certain  that  dur- 
ing the  Apostolic  age,  and  long  afterwards,  pioUs  women  were 
so  engaged :  and  considering  the  almost  universal  preva- 
lence of  the  prohibition  among  professing  christians  we  think  it 
will  be  proper  to  examine  the  authority  upon  which  this  re- 
striction is  alleged  to  rest,  and  the  circumstances  and  causes 
that  led  to  its  introduction. 

It  is  well  known  that  during  the  dark  ages,  when  a  gloomy 
superstition  and  gross  ignorance  had  overshadowed  the  christian 
church,  and  when  almost  every  trace  of  the  benificient  pre- 
cepts left  by  its  Divine  Founder,  had  been  obliterated, 
that  this  restriction,  among  many  other  pernicious  innovations, 
was  imposed  upon  the  churches  at  the  same  time  it  may 
"Well  be  doubted,  whether  any  of  these  innovations  have  been 
followed  by  more  injurious  consequences,  or  have  had  a  more* 
powerful  tendency  to  deprive  the  church  of  a  FREE  and 
living  Gospel  Ministry. 
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The  assumption  of  a  power  to  limit  the  operation  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  and  subject  the  appointment  of  ministers  to  the  con- 
trol of  any  human  authority,  was  certainly  a  bold  and  pre- 
sumptuous measure.  It  clearly  manifested  a  total  disregard  of 
the  great  fundamental  principle,  upon  which  the  ministry  had, 
by  the  Head  of  the  Church  been  instituted :  there  is  no  evi- 
dence of  his  having  delegated  this  power  to  any  one;  on  the 
contrary  he  declared,  that  he  would  himself  anoint,  qualify, 
and  appoint  his  ministers,  and  that  when  he  put  his  forth, 
he  would  go  before  and  prepare  the  way  for  them. 

We  shall  therefore  proceed  to  demonstrate,  that  while  there 
really  is  no  where  to  be  found  any  proof,  that  females  in  the 
early  promulgation  of  the  gospel,  were  either  excluded  or  in- 
terdicted, from  preaching,  there  is  much  evidence  that  the  gift 
of  the  ministry  was  committed  to  them,  in  accordance  with  the 
prediction  of  the  inspired  Prophet,  when,  referring  to  the  chris- 
tian Dispensation,  he  in  the  name  of  the  Most  High  declared 
"And  it  shall  come  to  pass  afterward,  that  I  will  pour  out  my 
spirit  upon  all  flesh,  and  your  sons  and  yours  daughters  shall 
prophesy."  "And  on  ray  servants,  and  on  my  handmaidens, 
I  will  pour  out  in  those  days  of  my  Spirit,  and  they  shall  pro- 
phesy?'   Joel,  ii.  28.  Acts,  ii.  18. 

It  is  admitted  that  women  amongst  the  Israelites,  previous  to 
the  introduction  of  the  Christian  religion,  were  held  in  a  very 
subordinate  condition,  and  that  under  the  then  existing  system 
of  government,  but  few  privileges  were  accorded  to  them. 
This  fact  alone,  sufficiently  attests  the  extreme  barbarism  of 
these  people,  who  even  to  the  present  day,  do  not  permit 
females  to  occupy  a  seat  on  the  floor  of  any  Jewish  Synagogue, 
but  restrict  them  to  the  galleries.  At  the  same  time  we  are 
safe  in  affirming,  that  all  experience  shows  society  can  never 
attain  a  high  state  of  civilization  while  the  female  sex  are  de- 
graded or  oppressed.  That  Christianity  was  intended  by  its 
Divine  Author,  to  elevate  the  condition  and  improve  the 
minds  of  women  as  well  as  men,  is  evident,  not  only  from  its 
benevolent  doctrines,  but  from  its  meliorating  effects  in  all 
coiuitries  where  it  has  been  received.  This  elevation  and 
improvement  having  always  been  most  manifest,  where  the 


spirit  and  genius  of  the  Gosgel  have  been  most  perfectly  un- 
derstood and  appreciated. 

Soon  after  the  organization  of  the  society  of  Friends,  fe- 
males were  introduced  into  the  concerns  of  the  church,  and 
although  a  women's  Yearly  Meeting  for  Discipline,  was  not 
constituted  for  many  years  after  the  gathering  of  the  So- 
ciety, yet  Meetings  for  Discipline,  to  guard  the  morals,  and 
relieve  the  distresses  of  their  own  sex,  were  early  established 
amongst  them;  and  the  experience  of  nearly  two  centuries 
has  fully  confirmed  the  wisdom  of  this  measure. 

The  effect  of  thus  calling  forth  into  active  exertion  the  in- 
tellectual powers  of  females,  has  not  only  been  highly 
beneficial  to  the  church,  but  it  may  safely  be  affirmed,  that  in 
no  society  does  the  intellectual  character  of  females,  so  nearly 
approach  to  that  of  the  other  sex,  as  in  the  society  of  Friends  ; 
affording  ample  evidence,  that  there  is  no  incapacity  or  in- 
aptitude on  their  part,  to  understand  and  discharge,  equally  as 
well  as  the  men,  the  religious  and  social  duties  incident  to 
the  concerns  of  the  church ;  and  confirming  the  truth  of  the 
declaration  uttered  by  the  inspired  Apostle  :  "There  is  neither 
male  nor  female,  for  ye  are  all  one  in  Christ  Jesus."  Gal.  iii. 
28.  In  a  word  all  are  alike  the  subjects  of  the  divine  in- 
fluence, and  capable  alike  of  exercising  for  the  benefit  of  man- 
kind, the  gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Solemnly  impressed  with  these  truths,  the  society  of 
Friends,  has  at  no  lime  debarred  females  from  the  exercise  of 
a  Gospel  Ministry,  any  more  than  they  were  in  the  early  days 
of  the  christian  church,  before  there  had  been  instituted  by 
human  power,  and  trained  by  human  wisdom  an  organized, 
clerical  order.  Until  that  disastrous  period,  the  ministerial 
duties  were  unquestionably  exercised  by  all,  who,  under  Di- 
vine influence,  were  called  to  discharge  its  functions,  with- 
out restriction  on  account  of  age,  or  sex,  or  other  qualification 
than  religious  experience,  exemplary  piety,  and  a  consistent 
life  and  conversation. 

The  divine  nature,  and  spiritual  operation  of  the  Gospel  of 
Christ,  we  know,  were  in  the  first  instance,  opened  and  ex- 
plained to  a  woman  (John  iv.)  and  it  appears  she  was  the  first 
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rttessenger  to  proclaim  them  to  othere.  The  injunctions  of 
the  Apostle  Paul,  ''Let  your  women  keep  silence  in  the 
churches ;  for  it  is  not  permitted  unto  ihem  to  speak — if  they 
will  learn  any  thing,  let  them  ask  their  husbands  at  home,  for 
it  is  a  shame  for  a  woman  to  speak  in  the  church :"  it  is 
therefore  believed  had  no  reference  to  their  preaching  the 
gospel.  The  prohibition  probably  related  to  a  practice  that 
then  prevailed  in  the  church  at  Corinth,  where  the  new  fe- 
male converts  took  the  liberty  to  ask  questions  on  religious 
subjects,  and  thereby  disturbed  the  solemnity  of  their  meet- 
ings for  Divine  worship.  That  this  is  the  true  construction 
of  the  prohibition,  appears  from  the  text,  in  \^hich  the  Apos- 
tle intimates,  that  if  those  women  want  information^  they 
should  ask  of  their  husbands  at  home."  Now  we  know  the 
of&ce  of  a  Gospel  minister,  is  not  to  ask  information  "in  the 
churches"  but  to  communicate  it. 

In  the  same  Epistle  which  prohibits  women  from  "speak- 
ing in  the  churches"  there  is  conclusive  evidence,  that  by 
this  interdiction,  the  Apostle  had  no  intention  to  exclude  them 
from  the  ministry.  The  Greek  word  ^'lalein'^  here  trans- 
lated "  to  speak''  is  used  in  divers  senses  by  the  sacred  wri- 
ters, but  it  most  commonly  expresses  the  idea  of  conversation 
— talking  on  our  civil  concerns ;  and  it  is  evident  by  the  context, 
that  the  Apostle  so  uses  it  in  this  place.  With  the  Greek  and 
Roman  writers  of  that  time,  it  signified  "to  speak  imprudent- 
ly, and  without  consideration — to  talk."  [See  Parkhurst  in 
loco.] 

When  the  Apostle,  in  his  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians,  speaks 
of  preaching  the  Gospel,  he  uses  the  word  Prop/ieteia  (pro- 
phesy,) and  gives  directions  how  those  who  are  thus  engaged 
should  appear  in  public,  [1  Cor.  xi.  3,  4,  5,]  "Every  man,'' 
says  he  "praying  or  prophesying,  having  his  head  covered, 
dishonoreth  his  head,  (i.  e.  dishonoreth  Christ,  "the  head  of 
the  man,")  but  every  woman  that  prayeth  or  prophesieth 
with  her  head  uncovered,  dishonoreth  her  head  (i.  e.  her  hus- 
band xi.  3.)  The  Apostle  here,  so  far  from  forbidding  women 
to  preach  the  Gospel,  gives  them  directions  how  they  should 
demean  themselves  as  ministers.     Now  is  it  not  preposterous 


to  suppose,  he  would  forbid  them  to  preach,  and  at  the  same 
time  give  them  specific  instructions  in  what  manner  they 
should  appear  when  exercised  in  the  ministry  ? 

The  word  "to  speak,"  in  our  language  is  applied  to  every 
kind  of  verbal  communication.  We  speak  in  colloquial  con- 
versation— the  senator  speaks  in  the  forum — the  lawyer  speaks 
at  the  bar,  and  the  priest  speaks  in  the  pulpit.  The  word  then 
refers  to  social  communications  as  well  as  to  public  discourses. 

In  translating  from  any  foreign  language,  and  especially 
from  the  Bible,  such  English  words  should  be  adopted,  as 
would  precisely  convey  the  meaning  of  the  original.  Had 
this  rule  been  attended  to  in  the  present  case,  we  believe 
there  never  w^ould  have  been  m.uch  diversity  of  opinion  among 
disinterested  men  on  the  meaning  of  the  passage  we  have 
here  referred  to.  The  following  version  of  the  text  would,  in 
our  opinion,  give  a  much  more  correct  apprehension  of  the 
Apostle's  meaning:  '*Let  your  women  keep  silence  in  the 
congregations,  for  it  is  not  permitted  unto  them  to  talk  there ;" 
and  "if  they  desire  to  be  infomerd  on  any  subject,  let  them  in- 
quire of  their  husbands  at  home  ;  for  it  is  a  shame  for  a  wo- 
man to  talk  in  a  meeting  for  Divine  worship.'' 

That  this  is  the  true  construction  we  have  no  doubt.     By 
the  declaration  of  the  Prophet  Joel,  here  before  referred  to,  it 
is  plainly  foretold,  that  females  would  be  anointed  to  the  ser- 
vice of  the   Gospel  ministry  by   the  immediate  power  of  the 
Holy  Spirit:  and  we  have  seen  that  on  the  memorable  day  of 
Pentecost,  it  was  declared  by  the  Apostle  Peter,  that  this  pre- 
diction was  then  fulfilled.     That  women,  during  the  Apostolic 
age,  were  engaged  in  the  ministerial  service,   there  is  abun- 
dant  evidence.     Philip,   who  w^as  himself  a  minister  "had 
four  daughters  that  did  prophesy,"  that  is  preach  the  Gospel, 
(Acts  xxi.  9.)     In  Acts  xviii.  2,  Aquila  and  his  wife  Priscilla 
are  mentioned,  and  they  are  loth  subsequently  referred  to  as 
ministers  by  the  Apo&tle  Paul,  (Rom.  xvi.  3,)  and  are  recom- 
mended as  his    "helpers,"  or,  as  it  should    have   been    ren- 
dered,  "fellow  laborers  in  Christ  Jesus."    Junia,  who  is  men- 
tioned,  (Rom.   xvi.  7,)  as  a  distinguished  minister  was  un- 
doubtedly a  female.     The  word  kinsmen  in  that  verse  ought  to 
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have  been  kinsfolk.  (See  Parkhursl  in  loco.)  Tryphena  and 
Tryphosa  mentioned  ver.  12,  were  also  both  female  ministers 
of  the  Gospel.  Dr.  Clarke,  whose  authority  will  not  be  ques- 
tioned, in  his  Commentary  on  this  verse,  admits  this,  and  says 
"  We  learn  from  this  that  christian  women  as  well  as  men, 
laboredin  the  ministry  of  the  word,"  and  further  "that  a  wo- 
man might  pray  or  prophes}',  provided  she  had  her  head  cov- 
ered, we  know,  and  that  whoever  prophesied,  spoke  unto 
others  to  edification,  exhortation  and  comfort,  St.  Paul  de- 
clares." (1  Cor.  xiv.  31,)  and  then  further  says,  that  no 
preacher  can  do  more,  every  person  must  acknowledge,  be- 
cause to  edify^  exhort  and  comfort^  are  the  prime  ends  of  the 
Gospel  ministry."     (See  Clarke  in  loco.) 

The  Apostle  Paul,  in  his  Epistle  to  the  Romans  xvi.  1,  in 
the  original  Greek  says  "Sunistemi  de  humin  Phoiben  ten 

ADELPHEN    HEMON    OUSAN,    DIAKONON   TES  EKKLESIAS  TES 

EN  Kegchreais"  which  literally  translated  is  "But  I  com- 
mend to  you  Phebe,  the  sister  of  us,  being  deaconess  (i.  e.  min- 
ister) of  the  Church  which  is  in  Cenchrea.'' 

In  the  vulgate  latin  translation  we  find  this  text  rendered  as 

follows,    "COMMENDO    AUTEM    VOBIS    PhCEBEN  SOROREM    NOS- 

tram  qu^  est  in  ministerio  ecclesiie  quie  est  in 
Cenchris." 

In  the  Biblica  Sacra  (canonical)  latin  translation,  we  find 
the  same  text  thus  rendered  "  Commendo  aute  vobis  Phce- 
BEN  SORE  nostra  qu.^  EST  MINISTRA  Cenchreensis." 

In  the  French  translation,  this  text  is  rendered,  "Jevous 
recommande  notre  soeur  Phebe  DIACONSE  (deaconess)  de 
Cenchree." 

In  the  first  vernacular  translation  of  the  New  Testament, 
from  the  original  Greek,  by  Wm.  Tyndall,  (the  martyr,)  com- 
menced about  the  year  1500,  and  printed  in  1525,  this  text  is 
thus  rendered,  "Icommende  unto  you  Phebe  oure  suster 
(which  is  a  MINISTER  of  the  congregation  of  Cenchrea,) 
that  ye  receive  her  in  the  Lorde  as  becometh  saynetes.'' 

In  our  English  translation  it  is  rendered  "  I  commend  to  you 
Phebe  our  sister,  which  is  a  servant  of  the  Church  which  is  at 
Cenchrea." 


Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  in  the  original  Greek  text,  Phebe 
is  recommended  by  the  Apostle  as  a  deaconess,  or  minister  of 
Cenchrea,  and  that  she  is  so  recognised  in  both  the  Latin  and 
French  translations;  as  well  as  in  the  oldest  English  transla- 
tion/row the  original  Greek  text',  whilst  in  our  English  ver- 
sion the  word  DIAKONON  is  made  to  mean  a  servant.  This 
is  evidently  done  to  conceal  the  fact,  that  a  woman,  in  the 
Apostolic  day,  had  been  acknowledged  and  recommended  as 
a  Gospel  Minister,  and  is  the  more  reprehensible,  inasmuch, 
as  this  same  word  DIAKONON,  is,  in  our  English  translation, 
on  every  other  occasion,  invariably  rendered  minister  or  dea- 
con. 

It  is  not  denied  that  the  latin  word  "ministra,"  may  be  render- 
ed servant  as  well  as  minister,  the  two  words  being  in  some 
instances  synonymous ;  but  the  Greek  word  DIAKONON  in 
the  original  text,  admits  of  no  such  latitude;  consequently  as 
here  stated,  wherever  it  occurs  in  the  New  Testament,  it  has 
in  every  other  instance  been  rendered  deacon,  or  minister. 

By  the  foregoing  quotations  it  is  sufficiently  clear,  that  dur- 
ing the  Apostolic  age,  women  were  engaged  in  the  ministry. — 
That  they  continued  for  a  considerable  time  afterwards  to  be 
so  exercised  we  have  ample  proof.  Amongst  other  evidenceis, 
we  have  the  testimony  of  the  younger  Pliny,  that  in  the  chris- 
tian church  they  were  so  engaged,  at  least  as  far  down  as  in- 
to the  second  century.  Pliny,  after  filling  with  high  reputa- 
tion several  important  stations  in  the  government  at  Home  was 
A,  D.  106  appointed  by  the  emperor  Trajan,  governor  of  Pontus 
in  Asia  Minor,  at  which  time  the  christians  were  most  cruelly 
persecuted  there,  and  being  after  full  inquiry  satisfied  that  no 
crime  against  the  State  could  be  proved  upon  them,  he  be- 
came uneasy  on  account  of  the  barbarities  to  which  they  were 
subjected,  and  wrote  to  Trajan  for  specific  instructions  in  rela- 
tion to  the  manner  they  should  be  treated.  In  this  letter,  which 
we  find  preserved  in  the  tenth  Book  of  his  correspondence 
with  the  Emporer,  he  says  "Their  whole  error  or  fault  (i.  e. 
the  christians)  lay  in  this,  that  they  were  wont  to  meet  to- 
gether, on  a  stated  day,  before  it  was  light,  and  sing  among 
themselves  alternately,  a  Hymn  to  Christ  as  a  God."  He  after- 
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wards  adds  "After  receiving  this  information,  I  judged  it  more 
necessary  to  examine,  and  that  by  torture^  two  servant  maids 
who  were  called  ministers^  but  have  discovered  nothing,  besides 
a  bad,  and  excessive  surpesiition." 

Moshiem  in  his  Ecclesiastical  History,  vol.  1  page  73,  speak- 
ing of  the  condition  of  the  church  whilst  in  its  primitive  pu- 
rity and  simplicity,  before  any  invidious  distinctions,  as  regard- 
ed rank,  station  or  sex,  had  crept  into  it,  says,  '-There  reigned 
among  the  members  of  the  christian  church,  not  only  an  ami- 
able harmony,  but  also  a  perfect  equality.  This  appears  by 
the  feasts  of  charity ,  in  which  all  were  indiscriminately  as- 
sembled by  the  name  of  brethren  and  sisters,  with  which  they 
mutually  saluted  each  other.'' 

The  same  author  in  referring  to  the  extension  of  the  Christ- 
ian religion  throughout  the  surrounding  nations,  vol.  1  page 
249  furnishes  ample  proof,  that  even  as  far  down  as  the  third 
century,  females  were  instrumental  in  this  work.  He  says, 
"  The  light  of  the  Gospel,  was  introduced  into  Iberia,  a  pro- 
vince of  Asia,  now  called  Georgia,  in  the  following  manner: 
A  certain  woman  was  carried  into  that  country  as  a  captive, 
during  the  reign  of  Constantine  the  Great,  and  by  the  gran- 
deur of  bar  miracles,  and  the  remarkable  sanctity  of  her  life 
and  manners,  she  made  such  an  impression  upon  the  king  and 
queen,  that  they  abandoned  their  false  Gods,  and  embraced 
tfie  faith  of  the  Gospel.  (Rafinus  His.  Eccl.  lib.  1  cap.  x. — 
Sogomon  Eccl.  His.  lib.  11.) 

This  church,  planted  by  a  woman,  still  exists,  and  to  the 
present  day,  the  ancient  Iberia,  now  embraced  within  the  li- 
mits of  Georgia  and  Circassia,  though  surrounded  by  Mos- 
lemism  or  Paganism,  continues  to  profess  the  christian  reli- 
gion, whilst  scarcely  a  trace  of  it  remains  throughout  the 
neighboring  district  of  Asia,  where  it  had  been  introduced  by 
the  Apostles,  and  at  one  time  extensively  flourished," 

Amongst  the  many  melancholy  evidences  however,  which 
that  century  affords,  of  the  corruptions  then  existing  in 
the  christian  church,  and  of  its  almost  entire  abandon- 
ment of  the  doctrines  and  principles  inculcated  by  its  Divine 
Founder,  was,  the  exclusion  of  females  about  this  period,  from 


11 

the  exercise  of  the  ministry,  in  which  service  they,  as  we  have 
before  seen  had,  in  the  earlier  and  purer  days  of  the  church  ex- 
tensively and  faithfully  laboured. 

From  the  time  of  the  terrible  conflagration,  which  during 
the  reign  of  Nero,  reduced  the  City  of  Rome  to  one  vast  heap 
of  ruins,  and  which  calamity  that  Emperor  wickedly  sought 
to  charge  upon  the  christians,  they,  during  more  than  two  hun- 
dred years  had  suffered  an  almost  uninterupted  series  of  bar- 
barous and  cruel  persecutions; — the  church  nevertheless  con- 
tinued rapidly  to  increase  and  widely  to  spread  its  doctrines, 
until  these  doctrines  became  extended  to  the  utmost  limits  of 
the  Roman  Empire,  which  at  that  time,  embraced  all  the  civil- 
ized nations  of  the  earth. 

Constantine,  who  had  been  raised  to  the  Imperial  dignity  not 
by  lawful  succession,  nor  by  undisputed  hereditary  right, anxious 
to  strengthen  his  position,  and  finding  that  a  vast  portion  of  his 
subjects  had  embraced  the  christian  religion,  he,  as  a  measure 
of  policy,  made  public  profession  of  the  same  faith,  and  ex- 
tended to  the  christians  the  protection  of  the  government. 

Having  determined  on  this  policy,  he  deemed  it  expedient 
to  sustain  the  measure  by  a  divine  sanction,  and  therefore  pro- 
claimed to  his  soldiers,  on  their  march  towards  Rome,  where 
they  were  then  going  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  his  rival 
Maxentius,  that  a  miraculous  cross  had,  about  noon  on  that 
day,  appeared  to  him,  suspended  in  the  air,  on  which  was  in- 
scribed HAC  vmcE,  (i.  e.  in  this  conquor.) 

In  order  to  harmonise  all  parties,  and  more  effectually  to  se- 
cure the  important  object  of  his  pretended  conversion,  Con- 
stantine found  it  necessary  to  propitiate  the  heathen  priests, 
who  notwithstanding  the  increase  of  Christianity,  still  exer- 
cised a  powerful  influence.  It  was  therefore  indispensable 
that  they  should  be  neutralised,  and  the  Emperor  set  himself 
about  framing  a  system  of  compromise  and  amalgamation, 
which,  while  on  the  one  hand  it  promised  toleration  and  pro- 
tection to  the  christians,  on  the  other,  avoided  too  great  a  shock 
to  the  existing  superstitions.     Accordingly  the  pagan  Priests, 
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in  embracing  and  giving  their  support  to  this  new  order  of 
things,  were  to  a  certain  extent,  permitted  to  enjoy  their  pre- 
rogatives, and  to  introduce,  as  fast  as  the  state  of  the  Church 
would  bear  it,  the  imposing  ceremonies  and  observances  of  the 
former  mode  of  public  worship.  Thus  a  meretricious  con- 
nexion was  formed  between  the  civil  and  religious  institutions 
of  the  State,  under  which,  the  most  unhallowed  abuses  were 
insensibly  introduced  into  the  Church ;  and  Christianity,  des- 
poiled of  its  original  simplicity  and  purity,  rapidly  sunk 
into  the  grossest  idolatry.  Then  it  was  that  a  corrupt  and 
rapacious  Priesthood,  successfully  exerted  their  influence  in 
excluding  women  from  any  participation  in  the  gospel  ministry, 
and  having  degraded  its  office  into  a  mere  mercenary  profes- 
sion, they  monopolised  to  themselves  all  its  honours  and  emol- 
uments* 
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